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predictable based upon educational, experience, and performance 
levels.  In previous years administrative position salaries and 
benefits were individually negotiated.  The School Board feels that 
the change will help to recruit and retain the best administrators. 
 
We continue to support our athletics program as an important 
aspect of youth development.  The Unified Sports program 
continues for a second year.  This relatively new program across 
the country involves teams of special needs students playing 
alongside mentor athletes.  It was well received by parents, 
students, and staff.  Mentor athletes who have participated have 
reported to the school board that the experience has been an 
inspiration to all involved.  Many participants from last year have 
returned to continue the program. 
 
In addition to the physical and social and community building 
benefits of our athletic program, the district’s emphasis upon 
sportsmanship and character development is notable.  The school 
board considers this an important focus and value of competitive 
team sports in our schools. 
 
Music and all arts programs are an integral part of a well-rounded 
education.  In the past year our arts programs have not been a 
prime focus of school board discussions or new initiatives.  We 
have a number of ongoing, excellent programs, some of which 
have achieved regional, and even national acclaim.  It may be time 
to refocus and expand our efforts in these areas.  Increased 
support for all forms of the performing arts might be one area.  After 
all, we have a beautiful performing arts center at the Mt.  View 
complex.  Performing arts programs can involve students with 
many different talents and interests and add to a vibrant school 
climate. 
 
We have had a small gardening program in several elementary 
schools which involves students in developing and applying their 
academic skills in a content area.  This year we have a full-time 
professional teacher with a background in school gardens and 
special education.  She can help to develop, inspire, and integrate 
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the activities with our indoor classroom activities.  It is motivational, 
in part, because it is literally “hands on” and “productive” in a very 
real sense.  It involves math, reading, writing, science, social 
studies and produces food and beauty for the school lunch program 
and local families.  Make an effort to get to know our Agriculture 
projects teacher/leader/coordinator, Darcy Johnston. 
 
Walker School:  Keep up to date with what’s happening by reading 
the weekly newsletters and/or stopping in and meeting with staff 
and teachers.  They are very welcoming.  Make sure you get a 
chance to meet our new principal, Lisa Roux.  She’s off and running 
(literally, between Troy and Walker).  I think you’ll find her very 
interested in your questions and easy to talk with. 
 
I would like to hear from you and I will try to address any 
questions or concerns (207-206-6822).  If I don’t have the 
information or answers I will try to get them. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Richard Frost 
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Tri-County 
Solid Waste Management Org. 

3368 Heald Highway 
Union, Maine 

785-2261 
 

To All Residents of Tri-County Member Towns: 
 
Greetings. 
 
This past year, the Tri-County transfer station was the scene of 
numerous beneficial facility improvements.  Most notable among 
these was the construction of a pole shed to shelter the trash trailer 
from inclement weather, thus allowing continuous use of both 
trailers throughout the winter season.  Trash disposal directly into 
the trailers may now proceed virtually uninterrupted by 
transportation constraints. 
 
Other improvements included additional paving, making possible 
significant expansion of the area between the paper and demo 
bins.  Vehicular congestion now reduced, operational efficiency has 
been increased, and a safer environment provided for customers 
and employees alike.  Pallet racks installed in the recycling building 
have improved the storage and material handling of trash bag 
inventory. Installation of enhanced, energy efficient lighting fixtures 
not only better illuminates the station periphery, but also protects 
the premises when the station is closed. 
 
We at Tri-County are proud of our transfer station, and of the 
service it provides to you, our member towns.  As we begin the year 
2018, we will continue this course of facility improvements.  Again 
this year, we are committed to providing you, our patrons, with 
customer service and practicable solutions to waste disposal.  For 
your part in helping us make this happen, we once more say 
thanks. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
David Stanley, Manager 
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Tri County Solid Waste 
serving the communities of 

Union, Appleton, Liberty, Washington and Somerville. 
Phone 785-2261 

3368 Heald Highway (Route 17), Union, ME 
 

Hours are 8:00 to 4:30 Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, and 
Saturday. SCALES CLOSE AT 4:00 SHARP! 
Tri County is about 50% funded by a “pay as you throw” approach. 
This means, in large part, that you only pay for what you throw out. 
Recycle and pay less!  Please see attendant prior to dumping 
waste!.  
Fee Schedule: 
Unsorted Demo: $160/ton – when not separated. Separate metal, 
wood and corrugated & save$ and landfill space! 
 
Sorted Demo and Bulky Waste:  $120/ton – please recycle 
corrugated!  No corrugated cardboard in demo! 
Mattresses and box springs  See Attendant Please! 
 
Asphalt shingles and tar paper (nails o.k. No plastic, wood or ice 
and water shield): $85/ton. This program is in jeopardy due to 
contaminants. If we fail, price goes to $120/ton as demo. 
Items containing freon (like refrigerators, dehumidifiers and air 
conditioners) $15 each 
Lead acid and rechargeable batteries – no fee.  Ask attendant 
All other metals are free. Please drain all oil and gas prior to 
disposing. Oil, gas and other hazardous compounds are collected 
once per year as part of a household hazardous waste collection 
usually the third Saturday in June.  Please consider separating non-
ferrous from ferrous metals as the non-ferrous helps to fund lead 
acid battery removal! 
Household trash: $2.00 – We will accept trash in our green 32-
gallon bags available at your town office or at the transfer station.  
You will be asked to re-bag your trash at the facility if you do not. 
On busy days, you will be asked to do your re-bagging outside the 
trash building.  Alternatively, larger loads of unsorted trash not in 
green bags will be weighed and charged at a rate of $160 per ton.  
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Fluorescent tubes and mercury thermometers disposal ban – 
Please do not break! See Attendant 
CRT’s (tv’s and monitors) & Computers – please ask! 
Recycling Opportunities - Papers 
Mixed paper and paperboard – junk mail, paper tubes, wrapping 
paper (no foil, no plastic), school papers, cereal type boxes 
(made of chip board - not corrugated), paper milk and juice 
cartons and drink boxes (please rinse). No plastic, paper towels 
or Kleenex please! 
Newspapers and magazines – Only – nothing else please! 
Corrugated cardboard and brown paper bags – Only!  It’s 
simple; it’s corrugated! 
Other Recyclables – From the Kitchen – PLEASE RINSE and let 
dry!!!  Please, Please, Please – no food or liquid in the containers: 
Plastics 1 & 3 though 7 – These containers are collected together. 
As with all plastics, please rinse and dry! NO STYROFOAM 
PLEASE! 
#2 Plastic Only – PLEASE RINSE and leave covers off!  
Separate colored and “natural” (milk jugs). 
Steel and Aluminum Cans – RINSE, REMOVE PAPER, and 
flatten PLEASE 
JARS and BOTTLES Only! - PLEASE RINSE and remove covers!  
No light bulbs, drinking glasses, ceramics or Pyrex! 
Please consider bringing useable clothes to the Thompson Center 
Thrift Store in Union or to Goodwill in Augusta or Rockland. 
Thanks!  If you have any further questions, please ask Hank, David, 
Walt, Jeff or Leo. 
Please take responsibility for the waste that you produce and make 
certain it is deposited in the proper manner. 
Thank you! 
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Nature of Call Total Calls Received % of Total
911 Disconnect 12 4.21
911 Misdial 4 1.40
Abandoned Vehicle 5 1.75
Agency Assistance 6 2.11
Alarm 20 7.02
ALS/Paramedic Assist 1 0.35
Animal Problem - ACO assigned 1 0.35
Animal Problem - Law Assigned 1 0.35
off road motorized vehicle 2 0.70
Be On Lookout 2 0.70
Business Check 14 4.91
Accident Car Deer 11 3.86
Civil Complaint 6 2.11
Criminal Mischief 2 0.70
Criminal Trespass 3 1.05
Cruiser Accident 1 0.35
K-9 Detail 1 0.35
Miscelleneous Detail 1 0.35
Detail Radar 19 6.67
Disturbance 11 3.86
Domestic Disturbance 5 1.75
Controlled Substance Problem 1 0.35
Found Property 1 0.35
Fuel Drive Off 1 0.35
Harassment 11 3.86
House Check 13 4.56
Information Report 5 1.75
Intoxicated Person 5 1.75
Juvenile Problem 1 0.35
Late Report of PD 10-55 3 1.05
Loitering 1 0.35
Medical Emergency EMD 4 1.40
Mental Medical 7 2.46
Motor Vehicle Complaint 34 11.93
Paperwork Service 1 0.35
Parking Problem 4 1.40
Traffic Accident with Damage 8 2.81
Traffic Accident with Injuries 4 1.40
Property Watch 1 0.35

Waldo County Sheriffs Office
Total Number of Liberty Complaints in 2017 Received by Nature of Call
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Public Assist 6 2.11
Recovered Stolen Property 1 0.35
Reported Death 1 0.35
IRS Scam and similar 2 0.70
Service PO 1 0.35

Nature of Call Total Calls Received % of Total
Sex Offense 1 0.35
Speed Complaint 4 1.40
Structure Fire 1 0.35
Suspicious Person, Circumstance 6 2.11
Theft 10 3.51
Threatening 4 1.40
Traffic Violation 3 1.05
Vehicle Off the Road 4 1.40
Vehicle Fire 1 0.35
Welfare Check 6 2.11
Wildlife Problem or Complaint 1 0.35

Total reported 285

Report Includes:

Total Number of Traffic Stops in 
2017 70

Total CAD Calls Received, by Nature of Call

All dates between '00:00:00 01/01/17' and '00:00:00 01/01/18', All nature 
of incidents, All cities matching 'LB', All types, All priorities, All agencies 
matching ' WSO'.
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CALL Report 2017 
 
The Citizen’s Association of Liberty Lakes (CALL) had another very 
busy year with ongoing projects.  Annual water quality testing, bacteria 
testing and water clarity, were completed with joint funding from both 
the Town of Liberty and CALL.  Volunteers collect numerous samples 
from different areas of each of Liberty’s three lakes to be tested for e-
coli at the State lab.  Unfortunately, last August very high levels of e-
coli were reported to exceed the maximum allowed for safe swimming 
at Marshall Shores, and the two culverts at lower Stickney Hill Rd.  
CALL notified the Liberty Selectmen and the plumbing inspector of the 
initial results.  Those areas were retested in early September and late 
October on the recommendation of the State Plumbing Inspector and 
the e-coli levels had dropped significantly to safe levels.  It is unknown 
what the cause of the initial high levels was but the State Plumbing 
inspector identified possible causes as a faulty septic system, the hay 
bales which were in the water for erosion control on a town project or 
higher than normal number of ducks.  The hay bales have been 
removed.  CALL will test that area again in the spring/early summer 
2018 and notify the town of the results.  To prevent increasing e-coli 
levels have your septic system checked and cleaned regularly.  Do not 
feed water fowl…and notify the town plumbing inspector if you smell 
any septic odors.  CALL is requesting additional funding from the town 
this year to assist in paying for all the additional testing that was 
necessary. 
 
On positive notes, the water clarity readings were excellent on all 
lakes.  The reading on Lake St.  George was 35-40 ft.  The boat 
inspection program for aquatic invasive plants is funded through a 
state grant, a contribution from the town, and CALL.  The boat 
inspectors did not find any invasive plants.  The invasive plant surveys 
completed on all of Liberty’s lakes by volunteers did not find any 
invasive plants.  We are looking to train additional volunteers to go out 
on the lakes in August on a calm morning in a small boat, canoe or 
kayak to survey for plants.  Training is provided at various locations 
around the state by VLMP.  Kerry Black will be more than happy to 
discuss this further with all interested parties. 
 
The LakeKeepers Camp, organized by CALL completed its 12th year.  
This year 16 campers and counselors and additional leaders all 
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contributed to the success of the weeklong program.  Pat Smith who’s 
been organizing the camp since it started, is planning to step back her 
role so more volunteers will be needed to keep this wonderful, 
educational, free camp going.  In September, 11 LakeKeeper 
graduates and assorted adults joined the new Lake St.  George State 
Park manager, Sunshine Hood, to plant a buffer of blueberry bushes 
at the water’s edge.  More plantings are planned for coming years. 
 
A sunset paddle on July 1 was a huge success with 25 people 
attending.  Everyone started at Marshall Shores on Lake St.  George 
and paddled to and around Millstone Island….it was beautiful evening.  
Visit CALL’s website for pictures. 
 
The Annual Meeting took place in July with a presentation by Susan 
Gallo, Maine Audubon Society’s Loon Project director who gave a very 
informative talk and slide show on Maine’s loons.  We also held 
another raffle for 25 lbs. of lobster and had a native shrub sale.  
Everyone is welcome to attend the meeting for free but there is a 
charge for dinner beforehand.  This year’s Annual Meeting is 
scheduled for July 13th at the Liberty Community Hall.  Please join us. 
 
We have many members who volunteer for the various activities and 
they deserve a big thank you.  We could not provide the services and 
activities without you.  Everyone is welcome to join CALL, not just lake 
front property owners.  These wonderful lakes are here for everyone to 
enjoy.  We thank the residents of Liberty for your continued support 
and interest. 
 
Please visit our website - 

https://sites.google.com/site/calllibertymaine/home 
And our Facebook page - 

https://www.facebook.com/CALLlibertymaine/ 
 
If you have any questions or concerns feel free to contact either Linda 
or Kerry. 
 
Sincerely, 
Linda Breslin, President  207-872-5469 
Kerry Black, Vice President  207-589-4033 
   kblack@fairpoint.net 
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Willard A. Overlock Scholarship Fund 2017 Report 
 

At the annual town meeting on March 20, 1976, the town of Liberty 
voted to establish the Willard A. Overlock Memorial Scholarship in 
memory of Willard A. Overlock.  The principal for the scholarship 
was established from the combined Walker funds.  The scholarship 
was to be limited to the interest of the funds and awarded to a 
worthy University of Maine student (or students).  Applicants had to 
be a resident of Liberty for at least five years and entering their 
second year of study in the University of Maine system.  The 
administration of the scholarship was delegated to a board of five 
administrators.  The board would choose new members as 
vacancies occurred. 
 
The original intent of the scholarship has been followed to the 
present day.  In the early days of the twenty first century, interest 
rates declined as education costs rose.  In an effort to keep awards 
at a helpful level, the board asked the town to vote an annual one 
thousand dollars (and later fifteen hundred) to supplement the 
amounts to be awarded. 
 
With the exception of 2005, scholarships have been awarded to 
applicants every year since 1976.   Awards have been made to 
between one and four students each of those years.  The 2017-18 
awards went to Andrew Cloutier, Abby Leidenfrost and Brandy 
Smith. 
 
Over the years since 1976 many Liberty residents have served on 
the scholarship board.  Current board members are Dawn Boden, 
Christine Brackett, Toni Clark, Lucille Peavey and Barbara 
Rehmeyer.  The deadline for applications for the 2018-19 school 
year is August 1, 2018.  Applications should be presented in a 
report to any member of the board.  The report should state the 
applicant's name, address and campus attending.  The applicant 
should make a brief statement of need and any circumstances that 
might make the need of the fund especially essential.  Also, the 
applicant should state other funds or grants they are receiving or 
expect to receive. 
 
Respectfully, 
Dawn Boden, Secretary 
Town of Liberty WAO Scholarship Board 
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Annual Report to the Town of Liberty 2017 
 
A Message from Senate President Michael 
Thibodeau 
 
Dear Friends and Neighbors:  
 
It is an honor to represent you in the Maine State Senate for a 
fourth term, and the second as the Senate President.  Term limits 
prevent me from running for the Maine Senate again.  I am grateful 
for the trust and confidence you have placed in me over the years 
by allowing me to represent you in Augusta. 
 
The second session of the 128th Legislature is underway, and 
before we adjourn in April my fellow legislators and I will be 
considering important matters such as tax conformity, marijuana 
legalization implementation, Medicaid expansion, and many others. 
 
I am glad to inform you that in the previous session, Maine Senate 
Republicans were successful in our effort to eliminate the surtax 
from the state budget.  This was a top priority for my Senate 
Republican colleagues.  In November 2016, voters sent a clear 
message that education funding was to be a priority of the 128th 
Legislature, and we heard that message loud and clear.  However, 
the funding mechanism which was included in the measure – the 
surtax – presented a serious threat to the state’s economy.  This 
new tax gave Maine the ominous distinction of being the highest-
taxed state in the country and primarily impacted small businesses, 
which are the backbone of our economy, taxing them at a rate that 
is higher than larger corporations are subject to pay.  I am proud to 
say that after a lot of hard work and negotiating, thanks to our 
rebounding economy, we were able to support our local schools at 
a level we have never been able to before – without any additional 
taxation. 
 
The Homestead Exemption, which provides much-needed property 
tax relief for homeowners, was also preserved in the budget with an 
increased exemption of $20,000. 
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The Legislature also reinstated the tip credit for food servers 
following the longest public hearing at the State House in recent 
memory. 
 
Finally, we passed a measure to make Maine compliant with the 
REAL ID Act.  Because of this important new law, the federal 
government has granted Maine a waiver, meaning that Maine 
citizens will continue to be able to use their driver’s licenses to 
board commercial airplanes and access certain federal buildings. 
 
Again, thank you for entrusting me to represent you in Augusta.  
Please feel free to contact me if you ever need my help in 
navigating the state bureaucracy.  I would be happy to help in any 
way that I can.  I can be reached in Augusta at 287-1500.  
 
Sincerely, 



147Town of Liberty, Maine

2017 Annual Report

EMERGENCY NUMBERS NUMBER ALTERNATE
EMERGENCY FIRE & AMBULANCE 911
State Police (800) 452-4664
Waldo County Sheriff (800) 660-3398 338-2040
Central Maine Power (Outages) (800) 696-1000
WCAP (Outreach/Referral Center) (800) 498-3025
Oil Spils (Emergency) (800) 482-0777
Poison Control Center (800) 442-6305
Dept. of Human Services (Child Abuse) (800) 452-1999
Dept. of Human Services (Adult Abuse) (800) 624-8404

NON-EMERGENCY NUMBERS
Ambulance Service, Chris Birge 589-4863
Animal Control Officer, Heidi Blood 322-3237
Code Enforcement Officer, Donald Harriman 322-8209
E911 Cordinator, Gail Philippi 589-4318 589-4730
EMA Director, Elise Brown 589-4339 592-2970
Fire Chief, Bill Gillespie 589-3663 542-3794
First Selectman, Melinda Steeves 589-4450
Health Officer, Steve Chapin 589-4863
Library, Ivan O. Davis Liberty Library 589-3161
Mt View Junior High 568-7561
Mt View Senior High 568-3255
Planning Board Chair, Peter Mallow 322-8260
Plumbing Inspector, Donald Harriman 322-8209
Post Office 589-4200
Registrar of Voters, Gail Philippi 589-4318 589-4730
Road Commissioner, Tammy Reynolds 322-2339
RSU#3 Board Director, Richard Frost 604-0412
RSU#3 Superintendent's Office 948-6136
Second Selectman, Carrie Peavey 589-4318
Snow Plowing, Dave St.Clair 589-4780
Third Selectman, Henry Hall 589-3472
Town Administrator, Kenn Ortmann 589-3014
Town Office FAX 589-3160
Town Office/Clerk/Tax Collector 589-4318
Treasurer, Betsey Davis 589-4318
Tri-County Transfer Station 785-2261
Walker Elementary School 589-4330

STATE & FEDERAL ELECTED OFFICIALS
State Representative, Stanley Paige Zeigler, Jr. 323-6044
State Senator, Mike Thibodeau (through 12/5/18) 287-1500
US Senator, Angus King 622-8292
US Senator, Susan Collins 945-0417

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
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NOTES


