MINUTES
LIBERTY SELECTBOARD
February 3rd, 2026

Theresa Butler 1st Selectman
Danny McGovern 2nd Selectman
Duane Jewett 3rd Selectman
 
Town Officials: Town Adminstrator Autumn Jackson, Fire Chief Bill Gillespie, Emergency Management Director Elise Brown, Tammy Reynolds Road Commissioner. 
Visitors: Joe Meadows, Josh StClair, Elizabeth Wilson, Nell Parker, Carol McGovern, Richard King, Jane Leibler, Barbara Edmond, Joanne Pease, Peter Beckford, Harry Schadei, Isa Oberle, Mica Whitney, and Dean Bartlet.
 
1. Open Select Board Meeting: 6:00 PM 
 
2. Approve Minutes: January 20th, 2026 – Approved  
 
3. Public/Official Comment: 
1. none 
4. Business: 
a. Leaving RSU 3 – Step 6 Discussion
· Step 6 as laid out by the Maine Department of Education:
· The Commissioner shall direct the municipal officers of the petitioning municipality to 
1. establish a Withdrawal Committee to develop a Withdrawal Agreement pursuant to Title 20-A, 
2. M.R.S. §1466(4) (A). 
3. The Four Member Withdrawal Committee shall include members appointed as follows:
a. One member from the municipal officers.
b. One member of the general public.
c. One member from the group filing the petition.
d. One member of the regional school unit board who represents that municipality
· Residents can request a copy of the document being referenced by emailing townadministrator@libertymaine.us or picking one up at the town office.
· Carol McGovern prompted the Selectboard to consider how they might pick the member of the general public as multiple residents are expressing interest.
· Discussion on if the member of the general public should be for or against leaving RSU 3 including a suggestion to have more than 1 member of the general public to cover multiple points of view. The selectboard ultimately agreed that the individual should be more interested in doing the work and getting information to residents than any outcome. 
· TA Autumn will reach out to our lawyer about if we can appoint more than 1 member of the general public. 
· The Selectboard will appoint a member of the general public on 2/17/26. 
· Dean Bartlett stated he would like whoever is appointed to be a parent. 
b. Liberty Bicentennial Celebration Update
· Elizabeth Wilson shared an update the recent event at the Library celebrating Liberty’s 199th anniversary.
· Suggestion/interest cards for bicentennial events are now at the library and town office.
· Elizabeth will be forming work groups soon.
· Elizabeth is hoping to host the main event on Saturday, 7/3/2027 to include summer residents.
· Elizabeth stated the need to stay focused on our history and honor and spotlight our oldest residents. Elizabeth stated the importance of listening to elders.
c. Walker Building Committee Intro Session and Appointments
· Selectman Butler invited residents who would like to join the committee to introduce themselves. 
· The Selectboard appointed Nell Parker, Carol McGovern, Richard King, Jane Leibler, Barbara Edmond, Elise Brown, Joanne Pease, Peter Beckford, Harry Schadei, Isa Oberle, Mica Whitney, and Dean Bartlet to the new committee. 
· The first meeting will be held at the Walker School on Wednesday, February 11th at 6:00 PM.
· Autumn will serve as their secretary.
b. Tax Club discussion 
· Selectman Butler proposed a “Tax Club” to assist residents on fixed incomes and help get properties back on the tax rolls.
· Elise Brown asked what a tax club is. Selectman Butler responded saying it is a way of paying taxes that breaks payments into monthly installments and removes interest as long as the payments are being made.
· Mica Whitney and Harry Schadei stated support for a tax club.
· Brief discussion on financial benefits to residents. 
c. CAI Contract – Tax Mapping Services
· CAI Contract signed by all three Selectmen.
· Selectman Butler pointed out the recent improvements made regarding updates on the tax mapping site. She thanked TA Autumn for making sure those improvements were made.
 
5. 11th Hour- 
a) Fire Chief Bill Gillespie 
· requested that the added funding recommended by Budget Committee for the Fire Department is put towards covering $10,000 of the cost for installing a new digital sign at the fire station. 
· Bill shared about recent fundraising efforts including a bottle drive and a boot “toll”. 
· Bill updated the selectboard on heating utilities at the fire station. He will provide information on cost savings next month.
· The selectboard expressed gratitude to Bill for his contributions to the town.
 
6. Warrant: approved 
 
7. Adjourn: 8:26 PM 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Autumn Jackson, Town Administrator 

