MINUTES
LIBERTY SELECTBOARD
April 21st, 2026
Theresa Butler 1st Selectman
Danny McGovern 2nd Selectman
Dean Bartlett 3rd Selectman 
Town Officials: Town Administrator Autumn Jackson, Road Commissioner Tammy Reynolds, Fire Chief Bill Gillespie, Emergency Management Director Elise Brown, Clerk Lindsey Pottle, Treasurer Nicole Gates.
Visitors: Hannah Hatfield, Cheryl Ball, Lisa Gillespie, Kitty Stevens, Duane Jewett, Ryan StClair, Billy Cleaves, Gail Philippi, Erica Shed, Carol McGovern, Dave StClair, Cassandra Horten, Rick LaFrance, Alex Cleaves, Dylan Cleaves,

1. Open Public Selectboard Meeting – 5:57 PM

2. Approve Minutes March 17th and April 7th – Approved

3. Thanking Hannah Hatfield –

· Selectman McGovern made a motion to move Agenda Item “A” to before public comment, Selectman Butler seconded the motion, all in favor. Passed.
· The Selectboard presented Hannah with a gift in gratitude for her years of service as Treasurer. Hannah expressed her appreciation to the residents of Liberty for supporting her.
 
3. Public/Official Comment: 
· Ryan St’Clair on little league funds -  Ryan requested port-a-potties at the ball field and asked about rebuilding the dug outs. TA Autumn will call Casella about Port-A-Potties and the Selectboard will contact Ryan about the dug outs. There are town funds available for the dug outs. Bill Gillespie suggested Ryan use the Town’s Hammond Account, so the office gets billed directly.
· Community group on “view” taxes – 
· Tammy Reynolds presented the tax bills for 11 properties that have listed “view/environment” value increases. 
· Tammy stated that the Assessor’s Agent said the Assessors/Selectboard could vote to remove the “view tax” if they wanted to.
· Selectman Butler stated that the assessment is based on market value and environment/view can impact the value of a property, and re assessments can be triggered by recent high value sales near a property.
· Dave St’Clair requested the Selectboard immediately vote to remove the view tax.  Selectman McGovern responded that the Selectboard will not take up knee jerk votes.
· Selectman Butler stated that residents need to personally go to the assessor’s agent and request abatements if they feel their tax bill is not correct within 185 days of the commitment.
· Cassandra Horten shared that her mortgage company will not escrow due to the taxes being confusing.
· Rick LaFrance stated the numbers don’t make sense to him. He stated that views are subjective and asked for the Selectboard talk to the assessor agent about it.
· Selectman Butler stated we will discuss this again at the Selectboard meeting on Tuesday, May 19th. This will give the Selectboard time to talk to the assessing agent.
· Billy Cleaves shared the average tax increase was about 30% but the properties listed are experiencing double to triple. He has a quarter acre assessed at over $100,000. He asked what land is worth 400k for an acre without a house in Liberty? Billy stated disagrees with the land value, not the building value.
· Some of the residents concerned will be meeting with the assessor agent on May 11th at 9:00 AM at the Town Meeting.
· Alex Cleaves asked why the sales effect value, Shelia Fountain explained that the state determines our value based on sales and we need to keep up with that.
· Shelia Fountain said we are at 70% when we should be 80% to 110%. She shared she does not believe this tax to be discriminatory as we are not even assessed at full value. Average of 48% tax vs property sales.
· Elise Brown suggested we move on from this subject.
· Dave St Clair stated he went 15 years without selling a plot from his subdivision.
· Gail Philippi shared Abatements should be requested within 185 days. 
· Selectboard will talk with Assessors’ Agent. 
· Elise Brown on Walker –
· Elise shared a brief update on Committee process and where they are at with grants.
· Cheryl Ball asked if the Town has received the Resiliency Grant before. Carol McGovern answered no.
· Elise shared that energy rebates can count towards matching funds.
4. Business: 
a. Walker Committee Appointments
· Cheryl Ball and Gail Philippi were appointed to the Walker Committee by the Selectboard.
b. Memorial Day Planning
· Selectman McGovern ordered new flags. TA Autumn will make flyers and share information online about the line-up time.
· Selectman Bartlett will contact Sheriff’s Office.
c. Stevens Lawn Care Contract
· Discussion on mowing and lawn care services for the Town. Kitty Stevens presented an offer of $300/per a mow to mow the Walker School property.
· The Selectboard will send Mowing at Walker out to bid at the next Selectboard meeting on 5/5/26.
d. Tax Foreclosed Properties
· TA Autumn presented the current tax forclosed properties to the Selectboard. 
· Selectman Butler requested TA Autumn and the Treasurer send out another letter to property owners.
· TA Autumn will contact our realtor about the possibility of listing properties this Summer/Fall.
e. Rhodes Property Discussion
· The Selectboard discussed options for financially assisting residents with a property clean up. 
· TA Autumn shared information on dumpster prices.
· Duane Jewett expressed he did not agree with the idea of the town financially contributing to a personal property matter.
· Selectman Bartlett shared concerns for resident safety.
· Dave St’Clair stated he would be willing to help if he was paid.
5. 11th Hour- 
· Registrar of Voters Computer
1. TA Autumn brought up the recent hard drive failure in Gail’s computer. The Selectboard will review the email from Info Tech and look at the current budget line to find a solution.
6. Warrant: approved 
 
7. Adjourn: 7:55 PM 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Autumn Jackson, Town Administrator    
